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BOOMERANG ASSOCTATION OF AUSTRALIA

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER ISSUE NO: 3 MAY 1971 Se¢

Here we ire again, Issue Number 3, and we think you'll find
it interesting. The Annual General Meeting is to be held
this month, and details of the time and nlace anpear on page B,

The main features this month are as followss |

Page 2  The Art of Boomerang Throwing, This is
the first of a series of articles by Jeff
Lewry.

Page 4 The Moomba Viectnrian Championship Scores.

‘Page 5  Boomerang Construction and Coaching with
Youth Groups. An extract from the report
to the B.A«A. on this activity,

Page 7 Notice of Motion, Proposed amendments to
the Competition Rules.
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In the next issue - August, 1971 - we will be printing an
article on Boomerang Glassfibre techniques evolved by Dr,

Brennig James of SPAB fame.

* *

——00{)—— =
o
*



may 1971

5 B L T e R FUTREE I L IR AT e phm i

vage 2

THE ART OF DOOMERANG THROYWING by = Jeff Lewry, Bowna, N.Se¥.

Boomerang throwing is not narticularly difficult to master,
but the boomerang must be thrown so as to leawe the hand almeat

vertically, and sninning

rapidly. It is for this reason that begin-

ners must all learn a basic style, and as proficiency develons, so

will an individual. style,

The Pirst nroblem is to_get'a good returning boomerang - the
BeA.A. helps by allowing manufacturers to endorse their boom-
erangs as returners, nrovided the B.A.A. flight tests have been

comnleted successfully,

Choose a' boomerang of medium size and weight; large heavy
boomerangs generally fly further, but are more difficult to
throw and catch. Tf vossible get an exmerienced thrower to "nelt"
the boomerang of your choice while you watch what he does, and how
the boomerang flies. The flight nath should be fairly circular,
and there should not be excessive variation in height as the boomer—

and comvpletes its orbit,

A glahce at the diagrams in this article will show that arm

action is the main

voint to watch, so concentrate on using your

arm only to throw a boomerang; the action'is dif‘ferent from that used
to throv a stone. Tn throwing a stone the idea is to get as much
force as possible into moving the missile; in throwing a boomerang
the ides is to be quick rather than forceful 'so that the required

soin is obtained, Energy is used, but only as much as can be .nut to

zood effect.
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This Newsletter is »nroduc
Australia,
President:
Secretary:
Tditor:

This diagram shows the grin; -
use only the first two fingers and
the thumb, the flat side of the
boomerang is flat on the »alm of the
hand, and the "V" nointing behind the
throver with the ooint of the "V"
tucked well into the bend of the
elbow, This puts tension on the
wrist and helns nrevent the wrist
rolling over and causing the
boomerang to be thrown flat, (i.e.
horizontal),
This action also has the effect of
opening the fingers slightly; which
is a good thing, as w¥ill be shown
later on

s continued on page 3
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ed fuartetly by the Bunme‘;ang Association of
Geoff Rawson, 66, Yhittens Lane, Doncaster. Vie

Morris Maxwell, 45, Rose Street, McKinnon.Vic
J. 5. obb, 14, Zlliot Street, Knoxfield. Vic
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Next the arm is raised from the shounlder ‘to the "holad"
nosition, taking care to

keep the arm and the boom~ >
erang in one vertical plane \c
so as to prevent the body

tvisting.

—~

.

To throw thn boomerang, bring down the upner arm smartl and
at the same time straighten out the
elbow so that the boomerang is
released about eye-level, and
stands vertically in the air,
Snapping the arm straight
in tiis way makes it

impossible to hold on to
E:::;\ the boomerang due to its

PF*“\N \\1nert1a- so if you shut
fﬁ:l:::::f““””‘%k i ynur already partially

oA

,-f(“

epen fingers....remember
+++?7 the boomerang will
actually pull itself free past
the web of skin next to the
thumb and over the top of the
index finger, thus giving it plenty
of spin ... the most important noint.

If raising your arm to throw leans you back on your heels,

making you feel off balance, simply stand on your toes;
then when you release the boomerang your weight will come back
on your heels.,

If you are really having difficulty learning to throw,

try walking forward and throw just as your left foot
comes Fforward,

Good luck and good throwing., Later issues will cover
such tonics as aimimg, throwing in windy conditions, and
comnetition throwing.
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FEES AND FUNDS

FEES AND FUNDS The Pirst day of may is fee day, and the current
FEES AND FUNDS rates are Senior Members (Over 16) $1,00

Intermediate Members (11-16) $0.75
Junior Members (Under 11) $0.50

If you've forgotten to m2il your fee, nlease remember today....s..
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MOOMBA VICTORIAN CH AMPTIONSHIPS

The day was Sunday, February the 28th., and it was windy, with
a canital "W, and the wind seemed to change strength and
direction every few moments! Nevertheless the 24 comvetitors
who took the field had a lot of fun, and the large crowd were
well entertained.

The scores will give some idea of what the wind did to the
throwers, so here are the nreliminary rounds, throw by throw:

G. Hay 6.6.4.6,4. {26; 8.4,10.8.0. (30) 55;
D! Max‘?ell 6.8‘6.0'0. 20 141;6.0'8!8. (36} 56
J. Hammer 0.8.8.0.8. {24} 6.8.8,8.0. Esa; 554;
G. Rawson ' 0,0.8,.6,12 (268) 8.0.12.8.0. (28 54
B. Williams 0.8.8.0.0. (18) 6.8.8.8.6, (38) (52)
J. Pricker 6.6.6,0.86, 24; 6,0.6.6.6, 24 {48;
R. Schroder Snr 8.8,0.0.9, 25) 0.0.8.0.8. 16 (41
R. Sinelair 0.6.0.6.6, 13¥ 6.0.0.0,.8. 14 32;
L. Janetzki 0.0.0.0.0, 0) 8.8.0.8.8. 32) 32
M. Maxwell 8.0,0,0.6, 14; 0.8.2.0,0. %16; 30;
P. Lewry 5.8.,0.8.0. 21 0.0.0.0.8, 8 29
P. Hoffman 4,6.2.0.0. 12} 6.6,0,0,0. flzg 24)
J, Lewry 0.0.6.8.0. (14) 0.0.0.6.0. 6 20}
R. Schroder Jnr 0.6.4.0,0, (10} 0.0.6.0.0., { 6) 186
G, Fricker 0.6,0.0.0. { sg 0.8.0.0.0. 8} &14;
A, Janetzki 0,0,0.0.00 0§ 0.0.4.0.10. (14 14
H. Robb 6.060.0.0, { 6) 0.0.,0.6.0. 6} }12}
B. Ffrench 0.‘1-0.6.6- 12 0.0.0-0.0- i) 12
A. Hay 0.0.0.0.4. ( 4) 0.0.8.0.0. 6; (1a;
M. YQECO 0.9-0-0.0. { 0 0‘110'4'41 9 9
Sue "a.rren 0-00000q0¢ 0 0.000.0-4. 4 4
Fn GOO‘;{ Goﬁooaocﬂt E 0} 01000.0-(). 0‘ : 0
't Kniﬂ;ht OOOCOEGQOt 0 0-0.0-0-0- { Q 0

At the end of the nreliminaries five throwers were to take

nart in the finals, since there were tied scores for 56 and

54. A sudden wind shift made it necessary to rematk the
arena, and then we sav these scores in the final throws:

G. Rawson 0.8.8.8.10. {34) 9.6.8.,8.8. (3¢9 (73
Gy Hay 0u6.8.8.8. 28 6.10.10.12.0{38 556
B. Williams 6.6.6.0.8, 28 0.10.8,.8.0. (26 52
D, Maxwell 6.6.6.0.0, 213; 0.8.8.0.8, [24; E42
J. Hammer 0.0.0,8. 0. 8 0;0.0.0.0. ] 8

Congratulations to Geoff Rawson, the 1971 Moomba Vietorian
Boomerang Chamnion,

Many thanks to the Apexians who acted as judges and range
stewards, to our snonsors, and to 211 the B.:ad..de members and
their friends who nssisted in making the day such a suceess,
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BOOMZRANG CONSTRUCTION AND COACHING WITH YOUTH GROUPS.

In our last issue we mentioned that B.iA.A. members had been
invelved in coaching boomerang construction and throwing at a
number of youth camps and svorts clinics. The B.AsA. has a

a detailed renmort upon these activities, and a part of this
renort is renroduced below as an item of general interest, and
perhans as guidelines for any other RB,A.A. members who may
beeome involved in similar activities. It is really a check
list highlighting the morz important asnects of conducting this
kind of session.

1) ¥orking Conditions
Check out what work areas, tools and facilities
are available,
If nrover workbenches are not available, lengths
of 2x3 secured to table trestles provide an
excellent substitute = provided thare is at least
1 G=clamp ner student.

ii) Tools
1-romma cabinet rasps, (8" minimum, with handles)
are ideal tools. Younger students tend not to
resnect the sharpness of Surform-type planes!
There should also be at least 1 G-clamp per
student,

iii} Glass-paper

A medium to coarse glass-paver is quite adequate
for finishing purpvoses, Allow about half a sheet
ner student,

iv) Ages
There is no need to set an upner limit, but it is
desireable to have a lower limit of 10 years.
Children younger than 10 have a tendency to tire
quickly!

v) Sex

This is not a male-only activity. Girls respond
just as readily as boys, and produce first class
worko

vi) Group Size
8 = 10 students per suvervising adult seems to be
& reasonable maximum, For grouns larger than 10
get another B.a.As member to help, or obtain the
services of a competent a2dult, (Handicraft teacher
or the like).

vii) Time Allocation

3 hours total time is an acecentable normal.
Allocate about 1 hour 20 minutes to "workshon . ..
activities" and the remainder to flight-testing
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and practical throwing. The "workshov activitioe" time
includes talking time, i.o. making instructions, Boomerang
history, boomerang use and distribution, competition throwing,
safety, how to throw, the B.A.A., etc,.

viii) Useful Aids

a) Large Plin-charts illustrating what to do
sten-by-step, safety, how to throw, etc.,

b} A number of boomerang samples illustrating
the various construction steps. Notes inscribed
in a dark texta~colour on each sample helpn.
¢} spare tools.
d) A few Band-aids!
ix) Things to check with the organisers
a) Working facilities.
b) tools?
¢) is adult assistance available if needed?
d) do they have Pirst-aid facilities?
e) do they have an adequate throwing area?
?£) who is to vrovide the boomerang blanks?
NB with reference to the boomerang blanks,

the size and type will denend unon the
person doing the instruecting.

I..+*"‘f0-

¥e hone these notes will provide some useful and interesting
data, and will be pleased to answer any queries members may
have regarding this tyne of activity.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Please note that the Annual General Meeting of the Boomerang
Association of Australia will be held a 3, Biscayne Avenue, Syndal,
¥ictoria, on May 26th., commencing at 8.00 p.m. All members are
asked to attend.
Avart from the election of officers for our 1971-1972 year, there
is a motiot regarding the alteration of comnetition rules to be
discussed, (see nage 7).
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NOTICE OF MOTION
The following Notice of Motion has. been submitted to the BeldeAa

for consideration._at the Annu:l General Meeting. - It concerns
amendments to the competition rules as follows:-—

The existing adcuracy eircles, qualifying distance ecircle, and
range circles wil® be expressed in metric measure as follows:
Accuracy Circlessy 2.5, 5, and 7.5 metres radius
Qualifying Distance; 20 metres radius
Range Circles: 30 and 40 metres radius,

An ad7itional Accuracy Cirele of radius 10 metres be added.

The accuracy scores will be as follows:

Within the 2.5 metres radius circle 8 points
Within the 5 metres radius circle € moints
Within the 7.5 metres radius circle 4 noints
¥ithin the 10 metres radius cirele 2 points

Bonmerangs that bridge the lines marking these
accurcey eircles will be awarded the average of
the scores for the two circles concerned, i.e.
7,5, 3, and 1,

A catch within the 20 metres radius circle will be awarded
4 noints. A ecatch outside the 20 metrss radius circle will
be awarded 2 noints.

A bnomerang travelling heyond the 30 metres radius circle, but
not beyond the 40 metres radius ecircle will be awarded a bonus
of 2 mwoints nrovided the boomerang is caught, or lands within

the acenracy circles, ar is eaught within the accuracy circles.,

A bhoomerang travelling beyond the 40 metres radius ecirele,

will he awarded an additinnal 2 bonus »oints to these mentioned
ahove mrovided it is camght, or lands wethin the accuracy
circles, or is canght within the iccuraiey ecircles.
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The motice of motion set out on page 7 is proposed by Moxris
Maxwell and seconded by Demmis Maxwell.

The diagram below illustrates the nronosed amendments:
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