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Time Flies - 1972 is hesre and so is the February Newslettegr!
In this issue you'll find full details of the ‘'loomba
Championships, dates for the guarterly meetings, some.géneral

news items, and a letter from the President, hlghllghtzng

the B.A.A, activity and attitudes. //,,

/
There is also some Stop Press news, and-that is advance
. el i
warning of a competition in SwanéHLlij Victoria. It is prorosed

that boomerang throwing competipaons will be run in conjunction
with the Pioneer=Shakespeare Festival to be held during the
period April-Z2nd to 29th inclusive, Preliminary planning

is for t comoetitions to ba rdn on Saturday, April 29th
during th =up-carnival. Thare will be two competitions,
one being an open competition, and the other for ladies only.

Any members who are interested in this competition are
regu-sixd to let either Morris Maxwell or Hamish Robb know,

s0 thau we can get an idea of the lidely support from B.A.A.
members, and also give us time to solve any transport problems.

BASIC COMPETITION RULES - 1972

The 1972 rules, are published in this issue, (see page 7).

Thase rules are basically the same as the old rules, with the
main changes being the conversion to metric measure, the
inclusion of a fourth accuraecv circle, and clarification of
the definitions relating to catches, and to general procedurss,

Additional copies of these rules are available on recquest
from the Secretarv, (see nage 4 for the address.).
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FINANCIAL NEWS

The last day of April is the end of our Financial Year, and all
fees are due on the First day of May. Please help the
Treasurer (and the Association) by sending your faes promptly.

The current rates ars : Senior Members (Over 16) $1.00
Intermediate
“ambers {1l to 16) $0.75 #
Junior Members (Under 11} $0,.50
k% * k& d
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Dear 'enbers,

The begining of a Wew Year scems to me an appronriate time to
mention some of the Associations hopnes for the future and to
review progress over the last 12 months,

To me, the most significant advance in 1971 has been the develop-
ment of our organisational capacitv for comoetitive meetings.

A number of members have accepted responsibility for acquiring
and storing various items of equipment which make it possible for
us to stage a championship with little outside helop other than
the nrovision of a2 venue.

The B.A.A. now owns or has the use of the following. A portable
loud hailer folding table and chairs, line marking machine
(Beloved - offspring of “orris “axwell patent pending) large
screen nrinted banners, score - board and stand, two pnortable
Boomerang display racks, competitors identifving patchas and

.field judges equinment,:

All this bhrings me to a very important point ANY EMBERS INTERESTED

IN A BOOMERANG THROWIMG COMPETITION IM THEI® STATE, CITY, SUBURB,
STREET, OR BACKYARD, let our Seecretary Horris ''axwell know, as we
are anxious to promote more annual events and will give any
propositions sympathetic consideratien.

The wide accentance of B.A.A, competition rules has been another
satisfying development. At a meeting on 8th December 1371, some
updating alterations were made to these competition rules and I
am convinced that they now nrovide a most efficient form of
commetition which has good spectator apneal,

During 1972, a concerted effort will be mads to raise standards.
It has been a matter of considerable concera to myself and many
individual members that the sport of Boomerang throwing still
has a flavour of a “"Carnival side show act" about it. The
Associations executive is determined to raise the standards of
commetition and generally to promote the art of making and
throwing boomerangs in 2 manner which will place it on an equal

footing with sports which enjey a high standing in tha community.

For this reason the Association does not recognise at this time
any compzatition which claims to be a "ilorld Title" event. There
can k2 no “Yorld Champion” until we have an evant in which
international competitors (rapresenting member clubs within a
florld Federation of Boomerang Clubs) are participating.

Likswise, the B,A.A, recognises only one Mationzl or State
Championshin annually, and will only anprove thase whare the
standard of organisation and competency of all judges involved
proves to be satisfactory.

Continu=d.....2



fur concern on th2 standard cf commetitions amnlies also to the
numerous claims of records held from long distance through to
consecutive catches. ™e se2 an embarrassing list of claims and
counter claims which do little but provide ch2ap publicitv for a
few individuals at the expense of the snorts develovment as a
whole. Our efforts here will be aimed at directing aspiring
record holders to compete in recognised events at B.A.A. controlled
meetings. ™embers who participated in the Darlington Point
Championship and the last Australian titles held at Albury will
recall that a number of minor events were held, (including long
distance and consecutive catches). Firm rules are now established
for the conduct of these events and record making is encouraged

in these properly sunervised competitions.

(One member has requested confirmation of his record for throwing
a boomerang mada from a standard fruit case around his Mother-in-
law at low tide on a Tuesday after consuming 5 nirnts of an
unspecified licuid containing not less than 75% alcohol).

In conclusion, I would like to mention the progress the Association
has made since its inception. The financial membershin is now
almost 100, there are 4 competitions which have bacome annual
events, and several hundred youngsters are being taught to make

and throw boomerangs every vear through our efforts in schools,
Youth Clubs, and with the National ?itness Council.

YOUES: saseawaw

Geoff Rawson
PRESIDENT,., B.A.A.
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On January the 15th, three B.A.A. members demonstrated
the skills of boomerang throwing at the Seymour Sports
Carnival organised by the local Jaycee and Apex groups.

The participants were Ralph Sinclare, Bill Knight,
and Bluey Williams, and they showed their skills to

a crowd well in excess of 3,000 people. The weather
was kind and enabled a very high standard of throwing
to take place.

NATIONAL FITNESS ACTIVITIES

During January, Ray Ffrench and Hamish Robb lead
groups at a number of National Fitness Recreational
Workshops, and taught the students how to make and
throw their boomerangs. A total of 99 students
participated and the activities were conducted

at the Knox, Ringwood, Moorabbin and Anglesea

Centres,

The student enthusiasm was high, and it is
pleasing to report that each and every boomerang
was a success.

This Newsletter is produced by the Boomerang Association of
Australia.

President: Geoff Rawson, 66, Whittens Lane,
Doncaster, 3108.

Secretarvy: Morris Maxwell, 45, Rose Strzet,
MacKinnon. 3204,

Editor: Hamish Robb, Lot 14, Wallace Road,

Knoxfield. 3180,
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MODMBA  CARMPIONSNIPE 9472

DATE 1 5th Maxca 1972

COMMENCEMENT : 9 a.m,

VENUE: ) Football Oval in Flinders Park,
adjacent to Batman Avenue.

ENTRANCE FEE: $1.00

The Championship will be held in accordance with the
current basic commetition rules of the Association.

There will be two nreliminary rounds, with each competitor
having.five throws in each round. That is, each competitor
has 10 throws in all. The finals will also consist of

twro series of five throws. The finalists will be those

" competitors who have the three highest scores in the
preliminary rounds, regardless of the number of competitors
on these scores, For example, if there should be two
competitors on 72 points, and two on 68, all shall compete
in the final.

The preliminary rounds are to be completed by 1.30 pm.
There will then be a half hour change over period before
the commencement of the radio controlled model aeroplane
display which will continu= until 3 om., at which time the
final for the Championship will commence.

The Model Aeromlane display will recommence at 3.30 pm,
and should the final not be completed by this time, it will
be continued at 5.30 pm.

Past compmetitions have not commenced opunctually, and as

this is the second year which the B.A.A, has been solely
responsible for running of the competition, your co-operation
of being in attendance on time would be appreciated. Any
interstate competitors requiring assistance in obtaining
accomodation, should they desire to remain in Melbourne
overnight, may contact the s2cretary, Mr. Morris Maxwell,

45 Rose Street, McKinnon, 3204, Phone 58.4150.
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The Quarterly Meetings will be hz1d on the following
dates: -

FFBRUARY 23

MAY ; 24

AUGUST 23

NOVEMBER 24

These meetings will be held at :

3 Biscayne Avenue,
SYNDAL.«.ase

unless otherwise advised!

Starting time: 8§ p.m, prompt!
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TRAINING THE TRAINERS [ ? ¢

The 1971 and 1972 Roomerang Construction and Throwing

activity conducted in conjunction with the National Fitness
Council of Victoria, have been most popular. It is hoped that
many of the voung neople involved in this activity will

become active in the sport. We hooe that the number of loc~
ations at which this type of activity are held will increase in
1973. If it does expand, we will be looking for mors B.A.A.
members to assist in the training environment. :

Handling groups of young people is not a task that everyone
finds easy first off, so the National Fitness Council are
prevared to run a training course for interested group leaders;
provided we get sufficient response from within the B.A.A.

If anyone is at all interested, please lat the Editor know,
(seec page 4 for the address), so that a list can be compiled.
If you think you can help out in this area, please get in
contact for more details.
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(a)

(b)
{c)

()

WU -3 B

(£)

{g)

B | comnetxtian in accordance with following rules, is
a test of: accuracy of return, ability to catch the
boomerang, and range.

Such a competition shall be used for all championships
which ars recognized by the Association.

These rules will be effective for the duration of the
whole Calendar Year. For any future alterations, rafes
to the Bv-Laws of the Association.

Comnetltors will use boomerangs which are of similar
shape to the Australian Aboriginal Roomerang; and must
be thrown and caught by hand,

-Comnetitors will throw from the centre of several
concentric circles drawn on level ground free from
obstructions.

A scoring throw is one which causes the boomerang

to: pass over a point on the ground not less than

20 metres from the centre point of the .ircles, and,
which comes to rest in the scoring circles, or is
caught.

If the weather is inclement, or very windy, the
comnetition will not be held; unless by vote, not less
than 75% of the commetitors present approve.

2. Accuracy:

(a)
(b)

(c)

The scoring circles shall be of 1.5, 3.5, 5.5, and
7.5 metre radii.

A score of 8, 6, 4, and 2 points is scored if the
hoomerang comes to rest in the 1.5, 3.5, 5.5, and 7.5
metre circle raspectively,

If the boomerang comes to rest on the line separating
scoring zones, the average score of the two adjacent
zones will apply s 1.8+ 7, 5, 3; or 1 pointks.

3. Catching:

(a)

(b)

(c)
(a)

For a catch to be valid, the boomerang must bes held
firmly. If the boomerang is fumbled and then dropped,
no score for a catch will be allowed.

Another concentric circle will be drawn at the
gqualifying distance. i.e. 20 metre radius. A catch
taken inside this circle scores 4 vnoints and outside

this clrcle, 2 points.

If it is not practical to mark a circle of this size,
a catch taken anywhere scores 4 points.

If a competitors feet are in different zones whan a
catch is taken, then the average score of the two
adjacent zones will apply: i.e. 11, 9, 7, 5, or 3
points.

Cont..ces8
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Catching Cont.
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If the boomerang touches the ground during its flight
and rebounds, then no points will be allowed for a
catch; . but if tho boomerang is caught, then any
pvoints for accuracy or distance will be scored.

Distance:

(a)

A bonus of 2 points is allowed for each scoring throw
which causes the boomerang to pass over a point on the
ground not less thar 30 metres from the centre point

. of the circles,

(b) An additional bonus of 2 points is allowed for a
throw which causes the boomerang to pass over a point
on the ground not less than 40 metres from the centre
prnt of the circles.

Procadure:

(a) FHeats and finals will be arranged by the organisers
of the competition, who will give avbpropriate notice
of the number of h2ats and the raquired number of
finalists bofore the competition.

(b) Each contestant will be allowed one non-scoring
practice throw before the first scoring throw in each
heat,

{c) Each throw must be taken within 20 seconds of taking
up a ready position at the throwing point; except
when an extension of this time is allowed by the
Centre Judge, or Judges.

(@) If a tie occurs in the finals, then positions will be
decided by a throw off of 3 throws per person, until
there is a differcnce in the scores.

Judging:

(a) Judges may be aprointed as is practical, and depending
upon the importance., Ther2 may be Judges for accuracy,
points, catching, and distance.

(b} The Centre Judge may declare a throw to be taken
again, if he has any doubt regarding the score for
that throw.

(¢} If the Centre Judge deems that a contestant is pre-
vented or handicapped; in throwing, pursuing, or
catching the boomerang; by a Judge or obstruetion,
then the contastant may take the throw again if he
wishes, :

(d) Upon entering the competition, all contestants will

agrae to abide by the decisions of thes Judge.
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